

UNCCD Information Request Template for Mining Companies on “Best Practices in Landscape Restoration in the Mining Sector”

As part of its contribution to the G20’s Global Land Initiative, whose aim is to reduce degraded land by 50% by 2040, UNCCD is, together with partners, compiling a shared “Compendium of Best Practices in Landscape Restoration in the Mining Sector”.
Mining companies and other stakeholders with expertise and experience in this field are encouraged to contact the Secretariat with a view to participating in this exercise, contributing case studies to a publication which will be launched at the Global Mining Summit, at COP17, in Mongolia in August 2026. 
Companies can either fill in the online questionnaire below or submit ready-to-hand documents or published case studies to the Secretariat, or both.

Purpose:
This template is designed by the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) to support the systematic collection of information from mining companies regarding landscape restoration practices, rehabilitation outcomes, environmental management approaches, and lessons learned across mining operations.
The information provided will contribute to:
· Identification and dissemination of effective restoration practices;
· Development of guidance and policy recommendations;
· Knowledge sharing among stakeholders;
· Advancing the reversal of land degradation and achievement of ecosystem restoration objectives.
For further information, including details regarding of contributors, use of logos, etc., please contact UNCCD’s Restoration Economy Consultant, Mr. Charlie Avis, at cavis@unccd.int before Friday 5th June.



SECTION 1 — COMPANY INFORMATION
1.1 Company Details
	Item
	Response

	Company Name
	

	Parent Company (if applicable)
	

	Country of Headquarters
	

	Primary Commodities Extracted
	

	Company Website
	

	Number of Operational Sites
	

	Number of Employees
	

	Reporting Contact Name
	

	Reporting Contact Position
	

	Reporting Contact Email
	

	Reporting Contact Phone
	



SECTION 2 — SITE INFORMATION
Please complete one form per restoration project or mining site.
	Item
	Response

	Project/Site Name
	

	Country
	

	Region/Province
	

	Geographic Coordinates
	

	Ecosystem/Biome Type
	

	Commodity Extracted
	

	Mine Type (open pit, underground, tailings, etc.)
	

	Operational Status (active, suspended, closed)
	

	Years of Operation
	

	Size of Disturbed Area (ha)
	

	Size of Restored Area (ha)
	

	Ownership Structure
	



SECTION 3 — RESTORATION CONTEXT
3.1 Baseline Conditions
Please describe pre-mining environmental and socio-economic conditions.
Environmental Conditions
· Original land cover and vegetation:
· Soil characteristics:
· Water resources/hydrology:
· Biodiversity characteristics:
· Climate conditions:
· Existing degradation issues prior to mining:
Socio-economic Context
· Nearby communities and land users:
· Indigenous Peoples or customary land tenure considerations:
· Main livelihoods affected:
· Existing land use conflicts or sensitivities:

3.2 Drivers for Restoration
Please indicate the primary drivers motivating restoration activities.
	Driver
	Applicable (Yes/No)
	Details

	Regulatory compliance
	
	

	Mine closure obligations
	
	

	Corporate sustainability commitments
	
	

	Biodiversity offsets
	
	

	Climate mitigation/adaptation objectives
	
	

	Water management
	
	

	Community expectations
	
	

	Investor or lender requirements
	
	

	Voluntary restoration commitments
	
	

	Other
	
	



SECTION 4 — RESTORATION PLANNING AND GOVERNANCE
4.1 Restoration Objectives
Please describe the primary restoration objectives.
Examples may include:
· Ecosystem recovery;
· Soil stabilization;
· Biodiversity enhancement;
· Water quality improvement;
· Carbon sequestration;
· Productive post-mining land use;
· Community livelihood restoration.
Response:

4.2 Planning Frameworks and Standards
Please indicate which frameworks, standards, or guidance documents informed restoration planning.
	Framework/Standard
	Applied (Yes/No)
	Details

	National mine closure regulations
	
	

	Environmental impact assessment requirements
	
	

	IFC Performance Standards
	
	

	ICMM Principles
	
	

	IRMA Standard
	
	

	GISTM
	
	

	Science-based targets
	
	

	Land Degradation Neutrality framework
	
	

	Ecosystem Restoration standards
	
	

	Other
	
	



4.3 Stakeholder Engagement
Please describe stakeholder engagement processes used during planning and implementation.
	Stakeholder Group
	Nature of Engagement
	Frequency

	Local communities
	
	

	Indigenous Peoples
	
	

	Government agencies
	
	

	NGOs/civil society
	
	

	Academic institutions
	
	

	Contractors/service providers
	
	

	Other
	
	


Please describe:
· Consultation methods used;
· Grievance mechanisms;
· Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) processes where applicable;
· Community participation in restoration implementation and monitoring.

SECTION 5 — RESTORATION PRACTICES AND METHODS
5.1 Landform and Soil Rehabilitation
Please describe methods used for:
	Activity
	Description

	Landform reconstruction
	

	Topsoil management
	

	Erosion control
	

	Soil amendment practices
	

	Tailings rehabilitation
	

	Waste rock stabilization
	

	Water drainage management
	

	Dust suppression
	

	Other
	



5.2 Revegetation and Ecosystem Recovery
	Topic
	Response

	Revegetation approach
	

	Native species use
	

	Seed sourcing strategy
	

	Nursery development
	

	Invasive species management
	

	Assisted natural regeneration
	

	Agroforestry or productive land use integration
	

	Wildlife habitat restoration
	

	Pollinator support measures
	

	Wetland restoration activities
	

	Other ecosystem restoration methods
	


Please attach species lists where available.

5.3 Water Management and Hydrological Restoration
Please describe:
· Surface water restoration activities;
· Groundwater management approaches;
· Water quality treatment systems;
· Wetland rehabilitation;
· Flood resilience measures;
· Long-term hydrological monitoring.

5.4 Climate Resilience and Nature-based Solutions
Please describe how restoration activities incorporate:
· Climate adaptation;
· Climate risk assessment;
· Carbon sequestration objectives;
· Nature-based solutions;
· Drought resilience;
· Fire management;
· Long-term ecosystem resilience.

SECTION 6 — MONITORING, EVALUATION, AND PERFORMANCE
6.1 Monitoring Indicators
Please indicate which indicators are monitored.
	Indicator Category
	Monitored (Yes/No)
	Indicators Used

	Vegetation cover
	
	

	Species diversity
	
	

	Soil health
	
	

	Water quality
	
	

	Carbon stocks
	
	

	Erosion rates
	
	

	Wildlife return
	
	

	Livelihood outcomes
	
	

	Community satisfaction
	
	

	Closure completion criteria
	
	

	Other
	
	



6.2 Monitoring Methodologies
Please describe:
· Monitoring frequency;
· Use of remote sensing or GIS;
· Third-party audits or verification;
· Community-based monitoring;
· Data management systems;
· Adaptive management processes.

6.3 Outcomes and Performance
Please provide quantitative and qualitative outcomes where available.
	Metric
	Result

	Area restored (ha)
	

	Survival rate of planted vegetation (%)
	

	Reduction in erosion (%)
	

	Improvement in water quality indicators
	

	Biodiversity gains
	

	Carbon sequestration estimates
	

	Local employment generated
	

	Community benefit outcomes
	

	Closure certification achieved
	

	Other measurable outcomes
	


Please attach supporting reports, datasets, or monitoring summaries where available.

SECTION 7 — CHALLENGES, LESSONS LEARNED, AND INNOVATION
7.1 Key Challenges
Please describe major challenges encountered during restoration.
Examples may include:
· Financial constraints;
· Climatic variability;
· Soil limitations;
· Water scarcity;
· Stakeholder conflict;
· Regulatory uncertainty;
· Technical limitations;
· Long-term maintenance challenges.
Response:

7.2 Lessons Learned
Please summarize lessons learned and recommendations for future projects.
Response:

7.3 Innovation and Technology
Please describe any innovative approaches, technologies, or partnerships used.
Examples:
· Remote sensing;
· AI or predictive analytics;
· Drones;
· Bioengineering;
· Circular economy practices;
· Novel soil amendments;
· Community-led restoration models.
Response:

SECTION 8 — FINANCING AND RESOURCING
8.1 Restoration Investment
	Category
	Estimated Amount
	Currency

	Planning and assessment
	
	

	Earthworks and stabilization
	
	

	Revegetation
	
	

	Water management
	
	

	Monitoring and maintenance
	
	

	Community engagement
	
	

	Research and innovation
	
	

	Total restoration investment
	
	



8.2 Funding Mechanisms
Please indicate relevant financing mechanisms.
	Mechanism
	Applicable (Yes/No)
	Details

	Internal operational funding
	
	

	Closure bonds
	
	

	ESG-linked finance
	
	

	Carbon finance
	
	

	Biodiversity credits
	
	

	Public-private partnerships
	
	

	Donor or development finance
	
	

	Other
	
	



SECTION 9 — ALIGNMENT WITH GLOBAL FRAMEWORKS
Please indicate whether restoration activities contribute to the following frameworks or targets.
	Framework/Target
	Contribution (Yes/No)
	Details

	UN Sustainable Development Goals
	
	

	UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration
	
	

	Land Degradation Neutrality targets
	
	

	Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
	
	

	Global Biodiversity Framework
	
	

	National restoration strategies
	
	

	Other international commitments
	
	



SECTION 10 — CASE STUDIES AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS
Please attach or provide links to relevant supporting documentation.
Examples:
· Restoration plans;
· Closure plans;
· Environmental monitoring reports;
· GIS maps;
· Before-and-after photographs;
· Biodiversity assessments;
· Community engagement records;
· Scientific publications;
· Independent evaluations.
	Document
	Attached (Yes/No)

	Restoration plan
	

	Closure plan
	

	Monitoring reports
	

	GIS/maps
	

	Photographs
	

	Biodiversity reports
	

	Community engagement records
	

	Scientific studies
	

	Other
	



SECTION 11 — CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA USE
Please indicate any confidentiality restrictions.
	Item
	Response

	Are there confidentiality limitations on submitted information?
	

	Can case studies be publicly referenced?
	

	Can project photographs/maps be published?
	

	Are data-sharing agreements required?
	

	Additional comments
	



SECTION 12 — DECLARATION
I certify that the information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
	Item
	Response

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Organization
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	



OPTIONAL ANNEX — GOOD PRACTICE SUMMARY TEMPLATE
Companies may optionally submit a concise summary of a flagship restoration initiative.
	Item
	Response

	Project title
	

	Country/location
	

	Commodity
	

	Restoration approach
	

	Key innovations
	

	Main outcomes
	

	Lessons learned
	

	Replicability potential
	

	Contact information
	



Submission Instructions
Please submit completed templates and supporting materials electronically in editable format.
Recommended attachments:
· GIS shapefiles or spatial datasets;
· High-resolution imagery;
· Monitoring datasets;
· Independent audit reports;
· Closure criteria documentation.
For questions regarding this template, please contact:
[UNCCD Secretariat Contact Information]

Guidance Notes for Respondents
Recommended Reporting Principles
Respondents are encouraged to ensure information submitted is:
· Accurate and evidence-based;
· Transparent and verifiable;
· Quantitative where feasible;
· Comparable across projects;
· Inclusive of social and ecological dimensions;
· Supported by documented methodologies.
Suggested Timeframe
Where possible, provide information covering:
· Baseline conditions;
· Active restoration period;
· Long-term post-restoration monitoring.
Units and Standards
Please use:
· Hectares (ha) for area;
· Metric tonnes for mass;
· SI units where applicable;
· Clearly stated methodologies and assumptions.
