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G20 GLI 2024 Annual Report Released  

 

The 2024 G20 Global Land Initiative Annual Report highlights major progress in land restoration. 
Global commitments reached 1.2 billion hectares, with 30 countries—11 from the G20—pledging 
over 10 million hectares each. Key international summits prioritized restoration, and the EU passed a 
Restoration Law with mandatory targets. The first Global Land Restoration Economy report valued 
the sector at $37 billion, growing 8.2% annually, with projections to hit $70 billion by 2031. The 
Initiative trained 100 young entrepreneurs through the global Youth Ecopreneurs Program. It also 
launched the Global Restoration Information Hub, funded 41 community projects in 24 countries and 
introduced a university curriculum on innovative sustainable agriculture solutions. Public 
engagement grew through the Save Land: United for Land Exhibition and a global photography 
festival that drew over 17,000 entries from 153 countries. With momentum at an all-time high, the 
future of land restoration has never looked more promising! Read the report here. 

 

 

Stories 
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Global Restoration 
Information Hub 

The Global Restoration Information 
Hub (GRIH) is an initiative by G20 
member states to support land 
restoration commitments by the 
international community, including 
the G20’s ambition to reduce land 
degradation by 50% by 2040. GRIH 
provides accessible information on 
land degradation, conservation, 
restoration and sustainable land 
management, promoting 
collaboration among stakeholders 
worldwide. 
  

 

Interactive Discussion 
of the Save Land. 
United for Land 
Exhibition 

The UNCCD-G20 GLI event at 
the Save Land. United for Land 
exhibition on 4 February 2025 at 
the Bundeskunsthalle in Bonn, 
Germany, explored the critical 
role of land restoration in 
combating climate change and 
driving business growth, and the 
use of new technologies to 
reach children and young people 
with messages about land 
restoration. Featuring interactive 
digital tools and historical 
insights, the exhibition inspires 
pro-land action. Watch a video 
on the exhibit here. 
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Three-Quarters of 
Earth's Land Became 
Permanently Drier in 
the Last Three 
Decades: UN  

UNCCD reveals that 77.6% of 
Earth’s land has become drier in 
recent decades, with drylands 
expanding by 4.3 million km². 
Climate change is driving this 
shift, threatening 2.3 billion 
people with worsening water 
scarcity, desertification and 
displacement. 
  

 

The Peatland 
Breakthrough  

Peatlands are vital for climate 
action, storing one-third of global 
soil carbon—twice as much as 
forests. Despite covering just 
3% of land, their degradation 
contributes to 5% of global 
emissions. The Peatland 
Breakthrough initiative aims to 
halt drainage, restore 
ecosystems and promote 
sustainable land use, uniting 
stakeholders to protect these 
crucial carbon sinks. 
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Wetlands International 
Receives €9 Million 
from the COmON 
Foundation 

This €9 million gift will go to 
expanding wetland conservation 
efforts, building on past 
successes like mangrove 
restoration in Guinea-Bissau. 
The funding will boost 
partnerships, fundraising and 
communications to address 
climate change, biodiversity loss 
and water scarcity through 
nature-based solutions. 
  

 

Closing in on an End to 
Plastic Pollution 

A global treaty to end plastic 
pollution is close, with 
agreement on 29 of 32 articles. 
Key issues remain: product 
regulations, sustainable 
production and financing. Urgent 
action from governments, 
businesses and civil society is 
needed to finalize the treaty and 
tackle rising environmental and 
economic costs. 
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Youth Ecopreneurs 
Showcase a Land of 
Opportunities at COP16  

At COP16 in Riyadh, the G20 Global 
Land Initiative highlighted 12 youth 
ecopreneurs from the YECO 
Programme, showcasing land 
restoration innovations. Participants 
engaged in panels, pitch competitions 
and networking, emphasizing the 
economic potential of sustainability 
while securing investment and global 
recognition for their solutions. 
  

 

Growing Change, Delhi 
Public School 
Launches its own OMG 
Greens Nature Lab  

Delhi Public School (DPS) 
Nacharam became the first 
Cambridge school in India to 
establish the Organic 
Microgreens (OMG) Lab, 
promoting sustainability and 
agriculture education. The 
inauguration gathered esteemed 
guests who emphasized land 
restoration, youth empowerment 
and the importance of nutrition 
security. 
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Publications 
 

Biosaline Agriculture as an Approach to Land Restoration in the 
Arab World  

This report highlights the G20 Global Land Initiative’s partnership with ICBA and the League of 
Arab States to promote biosaline agriculture in the Arab world. Through a specialized training in 
Cairo, 24 participants from 13 countries explored sustainable solutions for restoring marginal 
lands affected by salinity and water scarcity. As climate change accelerates desertification and 
food insecurity, the report underscores the potential of salt-tolerant crops and innovative water 
management to enhance agricultural resilience in arid regions. Find the report here. 

 

 

Meet the Interns: 
 

 

 

Bryce Dershem 
Intern 

 

Bryce Dershem is a dedicated scholar with a passion for social justice, policy advocacy, and 
fostering community impact. Currently pursuing a BA in Women’s and Gender Studies with a 
minor in Classics at SUNY Stony Brook, he is set to graduate Phi Beta Kappa and summa cum 
laude in Spring 2025 as the valedictorian of his class. Afterwards, he will be attending the 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. Outside his professional endeavors, Bryce 
enjoys surfing, ethical traveling and baking. With plans to work for the government after law 
school, he is eager to leverage his skills and experiences to make a meaningful impact in public 
service and policy. Read more here. 

https://bvq50.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuTHPvUtaAcVirNKfhLb9C/-zSzdbjJyBOb
https://bvq50.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuTHPvUtaAcVirNKfhLb9C/-zSzdbjJyBOb
https://bvq50.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwMGwQns9P4Y5BBV2C8L5i/k0kqDVAaTvcq
https://bvq50.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng08FzRPpHrycnonplBhoyk/xfQzYzk3y4YV
https://bvq50.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng21FVwinr6QfA8c07gUYvG/TKZdmVDPuC5l


 

 

Vacancies 
 

Website and Online Strategy Consultant| United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) (Deadline: 17 February 2025) 

Land Restoration Education Consultant| United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) (Deadline: 21 February 2025) 

University Curriculum Expert Consultant| United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) (Deadline: 24 February 2025) 

 

 

Events 
    

 

  

Strategic Communication 
of Land Restoration 
Masterclass 

Dates: 2-6 June 2025 (TBC) 
Location: London, United 
Kingdom 
  
Application Deadline: 16 
February 
Apply here! 
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Trigger Change! 
Innovative Sustainable 
Agriculture Solutions for 
Land Restoration - Europe 

Dates: 26-28 Marc 2025 
Location: Online 
  
  
Sign up here! 
  

 

 

  

Trigger Change! 
Innovative Sustainable 
Agriculture Solutions for 
Land Restoration - Latin 
America 

Dates: 17-20 March 2025 
Location: Online 
  
  
Sign up here! 
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RestorLife Awards 

Dates: 23-31 July 2025 
Location: Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe 
  
Application Deadline: 28 
February 
Apply here! 
  

 

 

  

16th Greenstorm Global 
Photography Festival 

Winner: US$10,000 
Popular Choice: US$5,000 
3 Special Jury Mentions: 
US$1,000 each 
  
Application Deadline: 28 
February 
Apply here! 
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The Global Changemaker 
Academy for 
Parliamentarians (G-CAP): 
Call for Applications 

Dates: 25-29 August 2025 
Location: Bonn, Germany 
  
Application Deadline: 28 
February 
Apply here! 
  

 

 

  

First Climate and 
Environment 
Sustainability Working 
Group Meeting 

Date: 5-6 March 2025 
Location: Online 
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START x HACK 

Dates: 19-21 March 2025 
Location: St. Galen, Switzerland 
  
Application Deadline: 5 March 
Apply here! 
  

 

 

  

Building Resilient 
Agricultural Systems: 
Sustainable Land 
Management and 
Restoration for Africa's 
Agricultural Future 

Dates: 21-25 April 2025 
Location: Saint Louis, Senegal 
  
Application Deadline: 15 March 
Apply here! 
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Reforest Fest 2025 

Dates: 18-21 April 2025 
Location: Bodhi Kaya Nature 
Retreat, Walker Bay 
Conservancy, South Africa 
 
Apply here  
  
Other Tickets on sale now! 
  
Watch a video on the festival 
here. 
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