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Land resources – soi l ,  water,  and biodiversity – provide the foundation
for the wealth of our societies and economies.  They meet the growing
needs and desires for food, water,  fuel ,  and other raw materials that
shape our l ivel ihoods and l i festyles.  However,  the way we currently
manage and use these natural resources is threatening the health and
continued survival  of many species on Earth,  including our own.

Conserving, restoring, and using our land resources sustainably is a
global imperative:  one that requires moving to a crisis footing, enabling
all  stakeholders to go beyond existing development and business model
paradigms to activate a transformative land restoration agenda for
people,  nature,  and the cl imate.  Parl iamentarians,  as policy-shapers on
land conservation,  sustainable management,  and restoration issues are a
crit ical  force at the national level to drive land conservation and
restoration efforts.  

The Coordination Office of the G20 Global Init iative on Reducing Land
Degradation and Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial  Habitats (the
Global Land Initiative or GLI)  partnered with the United Nations System
Staff  College (UNSSC) to conceptualise and deliver a global academy for
legislators from around the globe to understand the urgency of
protecting and managing our land resources and championing land
management,  restoration and conservation in their respective national
contexts mainly through strengthening policy frameworks,  public
institutions and capacities.  The academy envisaged complementing the
multipronged efforts of the GLI to reach its stated goal :  to prevent,  halt
and reverse land degradation and reduce degraded land by 50% by 2040.



The Global Changemaker Academy for Parl iamentarians (G-CAP) is a
platform for parl iamentarians from across the world to come together
to explore the crit ical ity of the land restoration agenda globally and in
their national and local contexts.  G-CAP sought to offer a safe space
where participants could share concrete examples and practices from
diverse countries and from various sectors across the world,  unpacking
policies that worked to help advance progress on the land restoration
agenda as well  as learn from policies that fai led to avoid pitfal ls arising
from unsustainable practices.

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
&  OBJECTIVES
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By the end of each 5-day academy, participants will :  

Recognize the critical need for a sustainable land restoration agenda
and its importance in addressing global crises and in achieving
national priorities.
Reflect on the complex trade-offs in land conservation, maintenance
and restoration and the importance of robust policy support to achieve
sustainable transformation
Be aware of key approaches to land restoration globally and learn from
peer experience and global successes and failures
Be inspired to advocate for and support the strengthening of national
policy to achieve the objectives of the G20’s Global Initiative on
Reducing Land Degradation and Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial
Habitats. 
Become part of a Community of Practice dedicated to life-long
learning, hosted on a Social Learning Platform for peer exchange and
up-to-date resources and tools for course alumni.

Learning Objectives
The second Global Changemaker Academy for Parliamentarians (G-CAP)
took place in Bonn, Germany, focusing on the following specific learning
objectives:

The inaugural G-CAP took place in 2023 with the intention of becoming
an annual event.  Subsequently,  in 2024, the G20 GLI and UNSSC joined
forces once more to organize the second G-CAP in Bonn, Germany.



Target Audience
G-CAP is a prestigious program, offered on an annual basis through
exclusive invitation to 30 parl iamentarians.  Selection criteria are based
on the programme's relevance to their legislative duties and their
potential  to instigate impactful change within their respective national
or local spheres.

The inaugural G-CAP cohort in 2023 comprised 29 parl iamentarians
from 24 different countries.  The second cohort in 2024, 30
parl iamentarians from 29 countries were selected, fol lowing a r igorous
evaluation of 136 applications from 37 countries.  Of the chosen
parl iamentarians,  24 Members of Parl iament representing 23 countries
attended the G-CAP held in Bonn, Germany. 
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The demographic breakdown of the cohort included 11  Members of
Parl iament from Africa,  4 from the Caribbean, 3 from North America,  3
from South America,  2 from Asia,  and 1  from Europe. The cohort
comprised 13 female Members of Parl iament and 11  male Members of
Parl iament.



8:30 - 9:30 
Registration

9:00 – 9:30  
Reflections

8:00 – 18:00 
Field Visit to Eschweiler:

Open Cast Mine and
Surroundings 

9:00 – 9:15 
Impressions 

from Field Visit 

09:30 – 11:00
Media Training

Feedback

9:30 – 10:00
Welcome and Opening 9:30 – 10:15

Masterclass  
Legislating on Land

Issues

9:15 – 10:15
Masterclass 
Social Media

Messaging on Land II

11:00 - 11:30 
Coffee Break10:00 - 10:30 

Masterclass
United for Land

10:30-11:00
Coffee Break 

10:15 – 11:00
Workshop  

Legislating on Land
Issues

10:15 – 11:30
Masterclass 

 Financing Sustainable
Agriculture and Land

Restoration 

11:30 – 13:00
Workshop 

Action Planning

11:00 – 12:00 
Context Setting and

Rules of Engagement
11:00-11:30

Coffee Break
11:30-12:00

Coffee Break

13:00 – 14:00 
Building Political
Support for Land

12:00 – 12:45
Masterclass  

Principles of Land
Restoration

11:30 – 12:15
Masterclass 

Gender and Land

12:00 – 12:30
Workshop 

Ecopreneur Booth

12:45 – 13:45
Lunch

12:15 – 13:45
Lunch

12:30 – 14:00
Lunch

13:45 – 14:30 
Workshop 

Principles of Land
Restoration

13:45 – 14:30
Workshop 

Gender and Land

14:00 – 15:00
Masterclass 

Ecopreneur Panel

14:00 – 14:30 
Closing

14:30 – 15:30
Activity 

Media Training 14:30 – 15:30
Masterclass

Community Rights
and Land 

15:00-15:30
Coffee Break 

15:30-16:00
Coffee Break

15:30 – 16:30 
Global Land Initiative

Marketplace

16:00 – 17:00
Masterclass 

Social Media Messaging
on Land

15:30-15:45
Coffee Break

16:30 – 17:30
Masterclass 

Taking GCAP Forward

14:30 – 15:30
Lunch

17:00 – 18:00
Masterclass 

Climate, Land, and
Multilateralism

16:00 – 16:30 
Field Visit Briefing

19:00 
Dinner at Bastei

18:30 
Reception at

Townhall
  19:00 - 22:00

Rhine Cruise & Dinner

Agenda

Mon 05/8 Tue 06/8 Wed 07/8 Thu 08/8 Fri 09/8
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G-CAP 2024 COHORT

Hon. Abdoulie
Njai
Gambia
aramfaha@gmail.com

Hon. A.A.
Rahim
India
amrutharahim@gmail.com

Hon. Alvina
Reynolds
Saint Lucia

Hon. Ana
Fabiola Aubone
Argentina

senatepresident@govt.lc aaubone@hcdn.gov.ar

Hon. Anthony
Vieira
Trinidad and
Tobago

Hon. Beatrice
Ogolla
Kenya

Hon. Biraj
Bhakta Shrestha
Nepal

Hon. Dwight
Bramble
Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

anthony.d.vieira88
@gmail.com

ogollabeatty@gmail.com office.birajbhakta
@gmail.com

fitzbramble@gmail.com

Hon. Edmonde
Fonton
Benin

Hon. Elaria
Harris Agaiby
Egypt

edfonton@gmail.com elaria.harris@hotmail.com

Hon. Habsa
Kane Yahya
Mauritania

Hon. Flory
Alice Larue
Seychelles

flarue@nationalassembly.sc bayamekane@gmail.com
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Hon. Julia
Londono
Colombia
julia.miranda@camara.
gov.co

Hon. Lephoi
Makara
Lesotho

Hon. Julie
Miville-Dechene
Canada

Hon. Martin
Maquieyra
Argentina

Hon. Martyn
Day
United Kingdom

Hon. Rebecca
Yei Kamara
Sierra Leone

julie.miville-dechene
@sen.parl.gc.ca

lephoi.makara@gov.ls mmaquieyra@hcdn.gob.ar

martyn.day.mp
@parliament.uk

Hon. Melesiana
Phiri
Zambia
melephiri@yahoo.co.uk honbecky2018@gmail.com

Hon. Robert
Miller
Jamaica
southeaststcatherine@g
mail.com

Hon. Roseby
Gadama
Malawi

Hon. Ronny
Clyde Aloema
Suriname

r.aloema@dna.sr rosebygadama@gmail.com

Hon. Melania
Ndjago
Namibia 
mndjago1@gmail.com

Hon. Rita
Atukwasa
Uganda
atukwasarita@gmail.com

G-CAP 2024 COHORT
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Dr. Ibrahim Thiaw
Under-Secretary-General &

Executive Secretary, UNCCD
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Emmanuela Shinta
Dayak Changemaker /
Founder Ranu Welum

Foundation

Dr. Nick Brown
Botanist and Principal of
Linacre College, Oxford

Sree Sreenivasan
Cofounder of Digimentors &

President of SAJA

Cecilia Kinuthia-Njenga
Director for Intergovernmental

Support and Collective Progress, 
UNFCCC

Dr. Iyenemi Ibimina Kakulu 
River State University,

Nigeria

Dr. Victoria Gutierrez
Head of Global Policy,

Commonland

Dr. Jyotsna Puri
Associate Vice-President

SKD, IFAD

Mr. Paul Gallagher
Journalist

Mr. Rex Merrifield
Journalist

H.E. Carlos Alvarado Quesada
48th President of Costa Rica

G-CAP 2024 EXPERT SPEAKERS

Dr. Ana Isabel Mendes
Researcher, University of

Evora

Dr. Todd BenDor
Distinguished Professor of

Sustainable Community Design,
University of North Carolina

Mmakwena Moesi
Co-founder &

Managing Director
Viva Organica

Mashrur H. Shurid
President & CEO

iPAGE GLOBAL INC.

Boy Heemskerk
Founder of Bambouku

H.E. Sumana Shresta
Member of Parliament Nepal/

Ex-Minister of Education Nepal/
GCAP 2023 Alumni



Social Media Presence
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