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5. Annexure

5.1 Concept Note 

Social, Economic and Institutional Aspects of Land and Ecosystem Restoration
- A Conference of Academics and Practitioners

Background

Land is the platform on which more than 99 % of 
all humans live and provides for the majority of the 
food and other needs. Seventy five percent of all 
global landmass has been modified by humanity 
and 25 % have lots its productivity. Restoration of 
land productivity is, therefore, a global concern.

The G20 Members which met in Riyadh in 2020 
came out with the Global Initiative on Reducing 
Land Degradation and Enhancing Conservation 
of Terrestrial Habitats with a global ambition of 
achieving 50% reduction in degraded land. This 
initiative is currently being implemented with an 
initiative coordination office in Bonn at the UN 
Convention to Combat Desertification.

The Azim Premji University (Bangalore), Indian 
Institute of Forest Management (Bhopal) and UN 
Convention to Combat Desertification, is jointly 
planning to organize an international academic 
seminar/conference on the Social, Economic 
and Institutional Aspects of Land and Ecosystem 
Restoration. The event will be organised at the 
Azim Premji University Campus in Bangalore, 
Karnataka. Experts and practitioners from around 
the world will join the 3-day event to deliberate 
on the topic. This concept note highlights the key 
features and details of the planned event.

Objectives

1. To discuss and document the social, economic 
and institutional factors/conditions which enable 
land and ecosystem restoration.

2. To understand the role of non-governmental 
actors, including the private sector in restoration 
and the challenges. 

3. To build a network of academics and practitioners 
to promote land and ecosystem restoration 
globally.
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Expected Outcomes of the Conference

1. A review of literature and existing practices to 
understand what enables land and ecosystem 
restoration.

2. A series of policy/advocacy briefs under different 
themes based on the discussions during the 
conference. These briefs can be used for advocacy 
by the G20 Global Land Initiative

3. A collaboration plan and platform for collaborative 
research and experience sharing on the social, 
economic, and institutional aspects of land and 
habitat restoration.

Partners 

• Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change, Government of India

• G 20 Global Land Initiative, UNCCD

• Azim Premji University

• Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM), Bhopal
  

Total number of participants
From India: 50
Other countries & international organisations: 23

Dates and Venue: 27-29 April, 2023,  Azim Premji 
University, Bangalore. (3 days)

1. Restoration and the Social Context 

2. Challenges in Financing Restoration 

3. Restoration as a Business 

4. Restoration: Working with Communities and People

5. There is a side event to discuss the role of the 
Rural Employment Guarantee Program and other 
governmental schemes in land restoration.

Discussion note around which these sub-themes 
emerged is attached here: https://practiceconnect.
azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/socioeconomic-
conditions-that-enable-restoration-of-land-and-
ecosystems/
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Five Sub-themes of the Main Theme:
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Time Activity

9:00 AM Arrivals, registration & coffee

9:30 AM Opening Plenary Session:

•	 Opening Remarks, Azim Premji University (APU)
•	 Opening Remarks, Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM)
•	 Opening Remarks, UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
•	 Inaugural Address, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
•	 Setting the Scene, Sunayana Ganguly (APU)
•	 Vote of Thanks, Apoorva Bose (UNCCD)

10:30 AM Coffee Break  

11:00 AM Technical Session 1
Participants of the conference will be split into four working groups: (a) Financing Restoration; (b) 
Restoration as a Business; (c) Restoration and the Social Context; (d) Working with Communities. There will 
also be a supplementary one-day session on (e) Aligning Development Policies for Green Jobs and Land 
and Ecosystem Restoration - with a focus on MGNREGA and other Government Schemes.

These parallel sessions will be facilitated by the coordinators of the working groups. 
Session 1 A: Restoration as a Business (Muralee Thummarukudy, Sunayana Ganguly)
Session 1 B: Restoration and the Social Context (Alisher Mirzabaev, Nicole Harari)
Session 1 C: Financing Restoration (Elke Mannigel, Helen Ding, Karen Sudmeier)
Session 1 D: Restoration: Working with Communities (Alok Bang, Jayanti Mukherjee)
Session 1 E (Supplimentary Session): Aligning Development Policies for Green Jobs and Land and 
Ecosystem Restoration - with a focus on MGNREGA and other Government Schemes (Anjor Bhaskar)

1:00 PM Lunch

2:00 PM Technical Session 1: Continued 

3:45 PM Tea & coffee break

4:00 PM Technical Session 1: Continued

4:45 PM Open discussion on the Technical Session

5:00 PM End of day 1

5:45 PM Cultural Programme followed by dinner

DAY 2: FRIDAY, 28TH APRIL 2023

Time Activity

9:00 AM Arrivals, tea & coffee

9:30 AM Technical Session 2
There will be two parallel sessions between the four working groups to identify various cross-cutting issues 
between the sub-themes.  

Session 2 A: Discussions between participants of ‘Restoration and the Social Context’ and ‘Working with 
Communities’ working groups. This session will be facilitated by Alisher Mirzabaev and Jayanti Mukherjee 

Session 2 B: Discussions between participants of ‘Financing Restoration’ and ‘Restoration as a Business’ 
working groups. This session will be facilitated by Karen Sudmeier and Muralee Thummarukudy  

1:00 PM Lunch

2:00 PM Field visit to Navadarshanam, Tamil Nadu 

7:00 PM End of Day 2: Participants return from the field visit  

5.2 Agenda

DAY 1: THURSDAY, 27TH APRIL 2023
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https://navadarshanam.org/
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Time Activity

9:00 AM Arrivals, tea & coffee

9:30 AM Technical Session 3 
This session will be facilitated by Dr Ravichandran, IIFM
Participants of the conference will meet to identify and discuss the cross-cutting issues between all four 
sub-themes: (a) Restoration and the Social Context; (b) Restoration as a Business; (c) Financing Restoration; 
(d) Working with Communities. 

11:30 AM Technical Session 4 
This session will be facilitated by Dr Muralee Thummarukudy, UNCCD 
Thinking About Global Actions and the role of G 20 Land Initiative

1:30 PM Lunch break

2:30 PM Closing comments, reflections and way forward 
This session will be facilitated by Jayanti Mukherjee, APU 

3:30 PM The way forward and closing remarks
• Closing Remarks, Azim Premji University (APU)
• Closing Remarks, Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM)
• Closing Remarks, UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
• Closing Address, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)  
• Vote of Thanks

4:15 PM End of retreat

5.3 Biographies of the participants

The biographies of all the participants can be accessed here: https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/d/1bWVb45it4kztXDKGwRWz-H1KwUDo5pwf2fp42EZ6IcM/edit?usp=sharing

5.4 Discussion Notes

The discussion notes of the five sub-themes can be accessed here: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1dICpqwsyVS8gTvENT1NENsfjD7ygXC-o?usp=sharing
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